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For Parents and Carers 

 

Friday 12th October 2018 

Wow, this week has flown past quickly! Starting with some beautiful sunshine and ending with some 

blustery wind, it has been another action packed week entertaining some very important visitors to the 

school. At the moment, it’s our secret, shhh, but we promise to update you as soon as we can! Watch 

this space. . . . .  

School Access 
  
We are well aware that our school building, built in 1929, is not entirely wheelchair or pushchair friendly. 
Talks are in progress to address this issue, but in the short term, we have moved our intercom to 
ground level. This will enable everyone to use the intercom to ask for assistance. One request – please 
stand in front of the intercom so our office staff can see who it is that wants assistance, and actually, 
request two, may we ask that having pressed the buzzer you refrain from any inappropriate activity – 
we will be watching, and we have been known to blush! Thank you. 
 

School Photos 

The school photographer will be in on Friday 19th October to take individual photos. Any parent/carer 

requiring a sibling photo, either with siblings in school, or with a pre-school child, should come to the 

school hall at 8.00am to have the photo taken before the start of the school day. Sibling photos will 

not be taken during the school day. Thank you. 

Year 6 Residential Trip to Condover Hall 2019 

On Wednesday 17th October there will be a meeting for current Year 5 children and their 

parents/carers, at 3.15pm, to hear about the plans for the residential visit to Condover Hall during the 

week commencing Monday 4th November 2019. Condover Hall is able to take the whole of the Year 

group, whereas Beaulieu could only accommodate 40 children, causing distress to those who could 

not attend. Condover Hall is beautiful and has a vast selection of activities, including kayaking, archery, 

and a silent disco (can’t wait to see the photos from that one!) 

Condover Hall are committed to ensuring students gain the most from their stay and are strong 
supporters of the Learning Outside the Classroom Badge and Adventuremark. All activities are 
developed with key learning objectives in mind. Throughout their stay children will gain self-confidence, 
increased self-discipline and improved communication and team-working skills, as well as making 
some fantastic memories to keep with them as they move forward to secondary school! 

Anyone unable to attend the meeting will be sent any relevant information. You can also get a sneak 
preview of Condover Hall at www.jca-adventure.co.uk 

Watercressline Visiting Year 4  

On the afternoon of Thursday 18th October, staff from the Mid Hants Railway, also known as the 
‘Watercress Line’, will be visiting year 4 to run a workshop about this historic steam railway. As part of 
the workshop the children will be learning about its importance to the local watercress industry in 
Alresford. This is an exciting opportunity to learn more about a local historic attraction and we are very 
much looking forward to their first visit to Stanmore Primary School. We would appreciate a voluntary 
contribution of £1.50 per child towards the cost. Thank you. 

http://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/


Voluntary Contributions 

We would like to remind everyone the meaning of ‘voluntary contributions’ as there seems to be some 

confusion. We are not legally allowed to charge for off-site activities which are linked to the curriculum. 

However, we strongly believe that curriculum subjects can be enriched and reinforced, either by 

specialised visits to the school by professional contributors or by offsite visits to places of specific 

interest. Unfortunately, we cannot afford to fund these visits. There are approximately 3 visits per year 

group, for 7 year groups – 21 visits per year, each costing between £300 and £1000 per visit. We ask 

for voluntary contributions to fund the cost of the majority of the visits, and sadly, if we do not receive 

enough contributions, the visit cannot go ahead. Everyone should have received a proposed list of 

visits for this academic year for their child’s year group in September, to allow time for families to make 

budgeting allowances in their finances. If you have any questions, or difficulty paying, please pop into 

reception for a confidential chat. Thank you. 

Head Lice 

The pesky little critters are now holidaying in Year 5. Please could all parents/carers check their child’s 

hair this weekend and put an end to their adventures at Stanmore Primary School! Thank you. 

Scarlet Fever 

We have experienced an incident of Scarlet Fever at school. This illness is contagious and causes a 

sore throat and high temperature, often presenting very red cheeks. Please keep an eye on your child 

for any rashes and seek advice from your GP if you have any concerns. Thank you. 

Dinner Debts 

We currently have dinner debts totalling nearly £4,000! This is limiting the money we should be 

spending on resources and cannot be allowed to continue. It clearly states in our Charging and 

Remissions Policy (which can be seen on our website) that ALL lunches must be paid for BEFORE 

being taken. Please check your child’s account and ensure they remain in credit. A paid dinner for one 

week costs £11.50. Anyone who is owing money on their child’s account is expected to send their child 

to school with a healthy packed lunch. Any child whose account is in debit, and is not sent to school 

with a packed lunch, will be given a basic sandwich and a piece of fruit, with the incident being recorded. 

Debts will be forwarded to Hampshire Legal Services to recover. Thank you for your support in this 

matter. 

Year 6 Height and Weight Check 

When children start school they have their height and weight checked. This information is recorded 

and kept on an NHS database. In Year 6, the children are again weighed and their height measured 

for comparison and also to allow the NHS to monitor general trends in children’s development. Year 6 

children can feel very self-conscious about their appearance and physical development, so on Monday 

15th October, the nursing team are coming in to school to talk to the children about the process and 

what happens with the information. 

We would like to assure parents/carers that the process of weighing and measuring is quick, discreet 

and done in complete isolation – no child can see another child undergoing this process and they 

certainly can’t take a sneaky peek at any on the readings; it is strictly confidential. Letters will be sent 

out asking parents/carers permission to gather this information – if you do not want your child to 

take part, you must write a letter to the school asking for your child to be opted out of the 

process. The actual measurements will be taken after half term. 

Gate Opening Times 

For safeguarding reasons, from Monday 15th October, the school gates allowing parents access to the 

infant and junior playgrounds will be opened at 3.05pm. Thank you. 



Miss Bell’s Football Club 

We have received some comments from parents about the very quick filling of Miss Bell’s Years 5 and 

6 football club. Miss Bell’s Club was missed off the original afterschool clubs letter inadvertently – sorry 

Miss Bell! (She was very cross!) A new afterschool clubs letter was printed that evening and Miss Bell 

stood on the playground the following morning giving them to children she knew might want to attend. 

She then went to each Year 5 and Year 6 class to ask if any of the children wanted a letter to sign up 

for her club. Every child who put their hand up was given a letter. Every space on the club was taken 

by lunchtime the next day (she is one popular lady, quite rightly). All applications were numbered on 

receipt and were given on a first come first served basis. Five of the places went to children in Year 5 

and the remainder went to those in Year 6. We are sorry for any disappointment caused to those 

children who did not secure a place – if we could clone Miss Bell, we honestly would! 

We considered extending the Saints Football club training on a Friday afternoon to include Years 5 and 

6 children, as well as the usual Years 3 and 4, but it was reluctantly decided that the younger children 

might be intimidated by the older children and as this club has always been open only to Years 3 and 

4, it wouldn’t be fair to change that now.  

Wizard Learners 

Congratulations to our Wizard Learners for this week who have received their certificate in our 

assembly this afternoon. They are: 

 Ladybirds – Jessica Cull and Ethan Sheldrake 

 Bumblebees – Tadhg Murphy and Raven-rose George 

 Juniper – Holly Faulkner and Harriet Davies-Silke 
 Maple – Leo CoveTrodd-Jones 
 Rowan – Zayn Rahman and Xavier House 
 Birch – to follow 
 Willow – to follow 
 Sycamore – to follow 
 Aspen – to follow 
 Beech – Brooke Stride and Logan Stewart  
 Oak – to follow 
 Elm – Alysha Miller and Alfie Gibbs 

Attendance This Week 

All attendance is monitored and there will be a reward for the class in Key Stage 1 and the class in Key 

Stage 2 who has the highest attendance. The expectation is that attendance should not fall below 

96% for each child.  

Key Stage 1 Class Percentage 

Reception Ladybirds 96.7%  

Reception Bumblebees 91.6% 

Year 1 Maple 93.9% 

Year 1 Juniper 98.2% 

Year 2 Hazel 84.8% 

Year 2 Rowan 97.4% 
Key Stage 2   

Year 3 Birch 98.1% 

Year 3 Willow 98.9% 

Year 4 Sycamore 96.3% 

Year 5 Beech 98.3% 

Year 5 Aspen 99% 

Year 6 Oak 99.2% 

Year 6 Elm 96.2% 



 

The winners for this week are Juniper Class, yet again!, for Key Stage 1, and Oak Class for Key 

Stage 2. Well done!  

Can we remind parents/carers that late arrival at school is recorded as an unauthorised absence. This 

will have an effect on the overall percentage for classes who have children habitually arriving late. 

Please can we also remind you that we can only authorise absence from school in exceptional 

circumstances. In making a request for an authorised absence from school you will need to 

explain why the circumstances are exceptional. If you take your child out of school without 

permission, the absence will be unauthorised and this may be subject to a penalty notice.   

FOS 

The FOS would like to remind you that we have our AGM next Tuesday, 16th October at 2pm.  It will 

be held in the school hall with tea, coffee and biscuits provided. Please come along. It's a great 

opportunity to meet us, find out what we do, how we do it and how maybe, you can support us. It's also 

a great opportunity to catch up for a chat with fellow parents/carers/grandparents!   

Next week your children will be coming home with a FOS Halloween disco letter! It will provide you with 

all the details about this fantastic event as well as a section to fill out with emergency contact details. 

The disco is on Wednesday, 31st October so we hope your children can come along as well as go trick 

or treating! Tickets at £3 each, will be on sale from Monday, 29th October. No ticket will be sold without 

emergency contact details given. Thanks, Rachel, Ali, Jo, Jen and Hayley. 

Reminders 

 

Don't forget to apply for your child's Year 7 2019 place before the closing date on 31st October 2018 

at www.hants.gov.uk/admissions 

 

Half Term  

Week commencing 22nd October 2018 

Dates for Your Diary 

Year 1 – Tuesday 6th November 2018: Milestones school visit 

Year 4 – Thursday 18th October 2018: Watercressline Visiting School 

Year 5 – Wednesday 17th October 2018: Meeting about the Residential trip planned for 2019 

 

If you have any queries or issues, please don’t hesitate to pop in to see a member of our admin team 

in the school office – they are really friendly, working mums and are on your side. Alternatively, 

please email us at adminoffice@stanmore.hants.sch.uk  

 

HALF TERM COURSE 
 
R&R are running a half term Multi-sports course from Monday 22nd - Thursday 25th October 10am-
4pm  
£50 for full course, £15 per single day  
 

We hope you all enjoy a wet and windy weekend! 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/admissions
mailto:adminoffice@stanmore.hants.sch.uk

